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Organisers should be embracing BS 8901, so says Sam Wilson, director of EcoEvents
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Driving benefits
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Sustainability – an enduring, balanced 

approach to economic activity, environmental 

responsibility and social progress

BS 8901:2009– British Standard for a 

specification for a sustainability management 

system for events

ISO 14001 – International Standard for 

Environmental Management first published as 

a British Standard in 1992 and now a robust 

and globally recognised standard that applies 

to all businesses in all sectors

Note – if you are considering meeting 

BS8901, it makes sense, both in terms of 

cost and function, to establish an integrated 

system that incorporates the ISO 14001 as 

there are several requirements that overlap

Accreditation – the term given to a 

Certification Body that complies with the 

International Accreditation Forum (IAF) 

requirements for Certification

Certification – not interchangeable with 

accreditation, is a term given to organisations 

that have been assessed and awarded 

Certification by an accredited Certification 

Body (be aware that there are organisations 

that offer Certification that have no form of 

accreditation and therefore do not comply 

with international requirements for their 

operations)

 

First, second and third party Certification 

– first party is self-declaration of compliance; 

second party is where a client/interested 

party confirms compliance; and third party 

is independent verification by an independent 

organisation such as an accredited 

Certification Body

Explanation of terms

Tailor your approach
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Sound business
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Pictured above: 

Brighton is making 

a conscious effort 

to achieve BS 

8901 status. The 

beach is the scene 

of many a vibrant 

event

Brighton and Hove City Council is committed to becoming the 

first local authority to achieve both ISO 14001 and BS 8901 

for its events and venues management and is well en route to 

meeting its goal. 

“Working on the two environmental standards in combination 

for both our venues and events will ensure that we are taking a 

comprehensive approach to environmental management in this 

service. As the City council faces tough economic years ahead 

it is essential that it remains ahead of the game as a venue for 

both conferences and outdoor events and is able to confidently 

meet the increasing sustainability demands clients so often 

request, and expect Brighton and Hove to offer. Achieving these 

standards means performing well in all areas – environmental, 

social and economic – and will certainly help to ensure we 

are meeting this level right across the organisation,” says 

Councillor Ayas Fallon-Khan, Deputy Leader, Brighton & Hove 

City Council. 

drpgroup is an integrated full-service communications agency, designing and 

producing communications solutions globally. In January 2010 it became the 

first communication and events agency in the world to achieve accredited 

certification against the combined ISO 14001 and BS 8901. Achieving these 

certifications will ensure measurable bottom line benefits for the group.  

Dale Parmenter, drpgroup managing director, commented: “As the recession 

comes to an end and businesses begin to focus on the bigger picture again, 

sustainability will not only start to become as important as health and safety 

is, but it will get to the stage where businesses will need to account for their 

environmental impacts in much the same way as they are required to meet their 

fiscal responsibilities.”
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